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they choose, Jews, Muslims, and all Chris-
tians, and all religions.

Free societies have all got to meet the
great challenges we face in ways consistent
with values. That’s what I’m here to tell you
that’s in my heart. That’s what I want you
to know about this administration, that we’re
not only committed to fighting terrorism—
and we will. We are. We were under attack
in America.

In Germany yesterday I said, September
the 11th was just a fine—just as clear a divid-
ing line in our history, in our Nation’s history,
as Pearl Harbor. It was. America at one time
was protected by two oceans—we seemed to-
tally invulnerable to, for example, the wars
that took place here in Russia or on the Euro-
pean Continent—and all of a sudden found
ourselves attacked, because we love freedom,
because we respect religion, because we
honor discourse. And you need to know that
we’re going to defend ourselves and defend
that which we hold dear and, at the same
time, protect civilization itself.

But in Afghanistan, we’ve shown, I believe,
how to do it in a way that’s commiserate with
our values—that, on the one hand, we’re
plenty tough, and we will be. We’ve got a
military we’re going to use, if we need to,
to defend freedom. But on the other hand,
we delivered a lot of medicine and a lot of
food. We hurt thinking not only that the chil-
dren in Afghanistan could not go to school;
we cried for the fact that people were starv-
ing in the country. We have rebuilt schools.
We have also provided medicine and food.

Russia is building hospitals in Afghanistan.
That’s incredibly positive, we think. Nations
are not only contributing military forces, but
we’re working to build a state that can func-
tion on her own, a state at peace in the neigh-
borhood, and a state where people have got
hope and a chance to survive, where moms
and dads can raise their children in peace.

And that’s important for you to know as
well. You know, a lot of the time, people talk
about the tough talk. But you’ve got to under-
stand, we also have got a soft heart when
it comes to the human condition. Each indi-
vidual matters to me. Each individual has got
worth and dignity.

The experience in Afghanistan has taught
us all that there’s lessons to be learned about

how to protect one’s homeland and, at the
same time, be respectful of the—on the bat-
tlefield. And that lesson applies to Chechnya.
The war on terror can be won, and at the
same time, we have proven it’s possible to
respect the rights of the people in the terri-
tories, to respect the rights of the minorities.

We are—I represent a great nation, and
Russia is a great nation. Both of us share a
lot. We’ve got a big resource base. We’ve got
people who are very smart. I remind Vladi-
mir Putin that the great resource of Russia
is the people of Russia. The resource of this
country is the brainpower of this country.
And when they get the system right, that en-
courages individual growth and entrepre-
neurship; that brainpower is going to flour-
ish, and so will commerce, and so will oppor-
tunity. And while that happens, both nations
must respect the multiethnic character of our
lands. That, too, makes us great. And how
we promote that multiethnicity, and how we
respect human rights is another way we’ll be
judged by history.

We’ll be judged by history on how we de-
fend our freedoms. We’ll be judged in history
by how we help our people prosper and
grow. And we’ll be judged by history as to
whether or not we defend the universal val-
ues that are right and just and true.

I want to thank you for that commitment
to those values. I appreciate your stance for
freedom. I appreciate your love of your coun-
try. I appreciate your understanding there is
a universal and gracious God.

May God bless you all. May God bless
Russia. And may God bless the United
States. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. at Spaso
House. In his remarks, he referred to Ambassador
Alexander Vershbow and his wife, Lisa; and Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of Russia.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on
Appropriations Legislation
May 24, 2002

The House did a great service today for
our men and women in uniform fighting the
war against terror, for homeland security,
and for fiscal discipline. The House also
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showed our enemies that America is united
and determined to fight and win this war on
our terms.

A combination of recession and the need
to spend what it takes to win the war have
put the Federal budget into deficit. As we
do what is necessary to prevail in the war
and protect our homeland, the Congress
must restrain other Government spending so
we can return to a balanced budget soon.

The House has shown that a responsible
budget can be enacted, and the Senate
should follow suit. I expect the Senate to only
spend on what is necessary to fight the war
and for our immediate emergency needs.
With our Nation now at war, now is not the
time for unnecessary spending on lower pri-
ority items.

The House bill is a successful model for
budget and spending bills: Fund our most
basic priorities without increasing the deficit
or undermining our efforts to return to a bal-
anced budget. I am especially grateful to
Speaker Hastert and Chairman Young for
their leadership, and to all the Members of
Congress who voted for this package.

Statement on the Proposed ‘‘Citizen
Service Act of 2002’’
May 24, 2002

I commend House Select Education Sub-
committee Chairman Peter Hoekstra and
Ranking Member Tim Roemer for their bi-
partisan leadership in introducing H.R. 4854,
the ‘‘Citizen Service Act of 2002.’’ In January,
I called upon all Americans to dedicate at
least 2 years—the equivalent of 4,000
hours—over the course of their lives in serv-
ice to others, and I laid out policies for fos-
tering service all across the country and
around the world. Increasing opportunities
for all Americans to participate in meaningful
service activities is a priority of this adminis-
tration, and the bipartisan sponsors and co-
sponsors of the ‘‘Citizen Service Act of 2002’’
are leading that effort in the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Programs such as Learn and Serve Amer-
ica, Senior Corps, and AmeriCorps offer
Americans a variety of ways to help meet im-
portant community needs through service.

Through their hard work on the ‘‘Citizen
Service Act of 2002,’’ Chairman Hoekstra
and Congressman Roemer are helping to
strengthen and improve these programs
based on the principles and reforms I out-
lined earlier this year. I also look forward to
working with the Senate and to signing the
‘‘Citizen Service Act of 2002’’ this legislative
session.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

May 19
In the afternoon, the President returned

from Camp David, MD, to Washington, DC.

May 20
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Miami, FL. In the evening, he returned to
Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome International Demo-
crat Union leaders to Washington, DC, on
June 10.

The President announced his appointment
of Marilyn Carlson Nelson as Chairperson of
the National Women’s Business Council.

May 21
In the morning, the President had CIA and

FBI briefings.
The President announced his intention to

nominate Seth Cropsey to be Director of the
International Broadcasting Bureau.

The President declared a major disaster in
Illinois and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms, tornadoes, and
flooding on April 21 and continuing.

May 22
In the morning, the President traveled to

Berlin, Germany. While en route aboard Air


